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46
th

ICBDSR Annual Meeting 
The 2019 ICBDSR Annual Meeting took  place in Bratislava,Slovak Republic from September 8-11, 2019. The 

ICBDSR graciously thanks the representatives of the Slovak Medical University in Bratislava and the Ministry of 

Health of the Slovak Republic for hosting the Meeting, 

 

The 61 participants came from 44 Institutions located in 22 countries. The Oral Sessions included the annual 

“J.David Erickson Lecture” from Mark A. Canfield, Director of the Texas Birth Defects Registry, lectures from 

NBDPN, EUROCAT and Joint Research Centre representatives, presentations on prevalence, descriptive 

epidemiology, survival, surveillance methods, and risk factors for birth defects and rare diseases, a poster 

session, and a Scientific Session with speakers from Slovak Medical University, Slovak Academy of Science, St 

Elizabeth University of Health and Social Sciences, and Slovak Alliance for Rare Disease. 

The 2019 Distinguished Service Award,  for longstanding excellence, service and leadership in the ICBDSR, was 

presented to Marcia L Feldkamp from Utah University.  

 

 
 
 

2020 ICBDSR Annual Meeting 
The 47

th
 ICBDSR Annual Meeting will be held in Bologna, Italy, at the Relais Bellaria Hotel & Congressi., from 

October 5 to 7, 2020. The meeting will be hosted by the Italy Emilia Romagna (IMER) registry, Alma Mater 

Studiorum University of Bologna. Further information will be disseminated at a later time. 

 



World Birth Defects Day - WBDD Movement 

Some WBDD Partner Organization representatives and interested colleagues met at the WBDD meeting, held 

on  Sunday, September 8
th

, 2019 at the Park Inn by Radisson Danube Hotel in Bratislava (the day before the 

ICBDSR Annual Meeting).The meeting was chaired by Boris Groisman (Argentina, ICBDSR Executive Committee 

Vice-Chair), and Cara Mai and Danielle Winkler (USA Atlanta, CDC). 

 

A presentation about WBDD also was delivered during the opening session of the meeting. It is impressive the 

increase in the number of participating organizations year after year, from the 12 Charter organizations in the 

first edition in 2015, to the 176 Partner organizations in the most recent edition in 2019. A detailed report of 

the WBDD social media activities also was presented.  

 

Join the WBDD as a Partner Organization 

by completing the online application form on the WBDD website 

https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/. 

 

Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDay and  

Instagram worldbdday https://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/ 

 

Join WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 

Visit WBDD website https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/ 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: a selection from the recent literature 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Feldkamp ML, Krikov S, Gardner J, Madsen MJ, Darlington T, Sargent R, Camp NJ. Shared genomic segments in 

high-risk multigenerational pedigrees with gastroschisis. Birth Defects Res. 2019 Aug 5. doi: 10.1002/ 

bdr2.1567. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 31385443 

 

Romero-Rodríguez E, Cuevas L, Simón L; ECEMC Peripheral Group, Bermejo-SánchezE, Galán I. Changes in 

alcohol intake during pregnancy in Spain, 1980-2014. Alcohol Clin Exp Res. 2019 Sep 11. doi: 

10.1111/acer.14193. [Epub ahead of print]PubMed PMID: 31509616. 

 

van de Putte R, van Rooij IALM, Marcelis CLM, Guo M, Brunner HG, Addor MC,Cavero-Carbonell C, Dias CM, 

Draper ES, Etxebarriarteun L, Gatt M, Haeusler M,Khoshnood B, Klungsoyr K, Kurinczuk JJ, Lanzoni M, Latos-

Bielenska A, Luyt K,O'Mahony MT, Miller N, Mullaney C, Nelen V, Neville AJ, Perthus I, Pierini A,Randrianaivo 

H, Rankin J, Rissmann A, Rouget F, Schaub B, Tucker D, Wellesley D, Wiesel A, Zymak-Zakutnia N, Loane M, 

Barisic I, de Walle HEK, Roeleveld N,Bergman JEH. Spectrum of congenital anomalies among VACTERL cases: a 

EUROCAT population-based study. Pediatr Res. 2019 Sep 9. doi: 10.1038/s41390-019-0561-y. [Epub ahead of 

print] PubMed PMID: 31499513. 

 

Woyessa AB, Ali MS, Korkpor TK, Tuopileyi R 2nd, Kohar HT, Dogba J, Baller A, Monday J, Abdullahi S, Nagbe T, 

Mulbah G, Kromah M, Sesay J, Yealue K, NyenswahT, Gebrekidan MZ. Rubella transmission and the risk of 

congenital rubella syndrome in Liberia: a need to introduce rubella-containing vaccine in theroutine 

immunization program. BMC Infect Dis. 2019 Sep 18;19(1):813. doi:10.1186/s12879-019-4464-7. PubMed 

PMID: 31533658. 

  



Brix N, Ernst A, Lauridsen LLB, Parner ET, Arah OA, Olsen J, Henriksen TB,Ramlau-Hansen CH. Maternal pre-

pregnancy body mass index, smoking in pregnancy, and alcohol intake in pregnancy in relation to pubertal 

timing in the children. BMC Pediatr. 2019 Sep 16;19(1):338. doi: 10.1186/s12887-019-1715-0. PubMed PMID:  

31526385; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6745800. 

 

Guo Y, Yu P, Zhu J, Yang S, Yu J, Deng Y, Li N, Liu Z. High maternal selenium levels are associated with increased 

risk of congenital heart defects in theoffspring. Prenat Diagn. 2019 Aug 28. doi: 10.1002/pd.5551. [Epub ahead 

of print] PubMed PMID: 31461777. 

 

Tinker SC, Gilboa SM, Moore CA, Waller DK, Simeone RM, Kim SY, Jamieson DJ, Botto LD, Reefhuis J; National 

Birth Defects Prevention Study. Specific birth defects in pregnancies of women with diabetes - National Birth 

Defects PreventionStudy, 1997-2011. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2019 Aug 24. pii: S0002-9378(19)31030-0.doi: 

10.1016/j.ajog.2019.08.028. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31454511. 

 

Charlton R, Damase-Michel C, Hurault-Delarue C, Gini R, Loane M, Pierini A, Puccini A, Neville A, Snowball J, 

Morris JK; EUROmediSAFE consortium. Did advice on the prescription of sodium valproate reduce 

prescriptions to women? An observational study in three European countries between 2007 and 2016. 

Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf. 2019 Aug 26. doi: 10.1002/pds.4881. [Epub ahead ofprint] PubMed PMID: 

31452307. 

 

Guptha S, Shumate C, Scheuerle AE. Likelihood of meeting defined VATER/VACTERLphenotype in infants with 

esophageal atresia with or without tracheoesophageal fistula. Am J Med Genet A. 2019 Aug 22. doi: 

10.1002/ajmg.a.61337. [Epub ahead ofprint] PubMed PMID: 31436871. 

 

Petersen JM, Parker SE, Benedum CM, Mitchell AA, Tinker SC, Werler MM.Periconceptional folic acid and risk 

for neural tube defects among higher risk pregnancies. Birth Defects Res. 2019 Aug 21. doi: 

10.1002/bdr2.1579. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31433116. 

 

Saliba A, Figueiredo ACV, Baroneza JE, Afiune JY, Pic-Taylor A, Oliveira SF,Mazzeu JF. Genetic and genomics in 

congenital heart disease: a clinical review. J Pediatr (Rio J). 2019 Aug 14. pii: S0021-7557(19)30443-7. doi: 

10.1016/j.jped.2019.07.004. [Epub ahead of print] Review. PubMed PMID: 31421069. 

 

Frey MT, Meaney-Delman D, Bowen V, Yazdy MM, Watkins SM, Thorpe PG, Honein MA. Surveillance for 

Emerging Threats to Pregnant Women and Infants. J Womens Health (Larchmt). 2019 Aug;28(8):1031-1036. 

doi: 10.1089/jwh.2019.7943. PubMed PMID:31408424; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6711152. 

 

Andersen SL, Knøsgaard L, Olsen J, Vestergaard P, Andersen S. Maternal thyroid function, use of antithyroid 

drugs in early pregnancy and birth defects. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2019 Aug 13. pii: jc.2019-01343. doi: 

10.1210/jc.2019-01343. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31408173. 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: initiatives and announcements 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Become part of the GCM/NCD! 

WHO is pleased to announce the re-opening of the pre-registration form to become a Participant of the WHO 

Global Coordination Mechanism on the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases 

(GCM/NCD).Interested entities are invited to apply to join a diverse group of participants comprising WHO 

Member States, United Nations organizations, and non-State actors around a shared goal to support countries 

to reduce premature mortality and unnecessary suffering from NCDs. Participants are entities that have 

applied and been confirmed to join the GCM/NCD, based on clear eligibility and selection criteria. They are 

committed and active partners who bring knowledge and experience to support the actions and efforts by 

countries at the local, national, regional, and global levels to prevent and control NCDs. Please note, only 

entities, not individuals, are eligible and may become Participants of the GCM/NCD. 



 

Pre-register via Knowledge Action Portal (KAP) and following the steps: 

1. Visit www.who.int/kap and click the profile icon on the top right of the screen and ‘create new 

account’. 

2. Complete the registration form.  

3. If approved, you will receive a confirmation email within 24 hours where you can create your 

account password. 

4. Once you have logged onto your profile, click on the profile icon and then select 'settings' where 

you will see the 'GCM/NCD Participant Zone'.  

5. Click on the relevant entity and complete the form as instructed. 

All applications will be assessed against the eligibility and selection criteria, with applicants receiving 

notification of the decisions.  

 

News from the ICBDSR Centre, Executive Committee, and ICBDSR Members 
 

42
nd

 Annual Meeting of the Spanish Collaborative Study of Congenital Malformations, and 

Update Course on Birth Defects Research  
Place: Córdoba (Spain) 

Date: October 17-19, 2019.  

Scientific program: http://www.fundacion1000.es/IMG/pdf/-64.pdf 

Registration: http://www.fundacion1000.es/IMG/pdf/-63.pdf 

Language: Spanish.  

More Information: http://www.fundacion1000.es/Reunion-Anual-del-ECEMC-Octubre,253 

Don’t miss it! 

 

Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 
The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 

International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported, in part, by funding from the National 

Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

through Agreement 2016-2017 with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, 

epidemiologists, public health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and 

improving their prevention and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and 

publications/resources. It is available in English and Spanish. To date, 174 applicants from 42 countries have 

participated in the course.Further information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-course-

on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/.The registration form is available at www.icbdsr.org/course-

registration. Once registered, you will receive an email with guidance on how to register by yourself in the 

course platform www.icbdsrtraining.org and how to self-enroll in the self-paced coursein either English or 

Spanish. 

 

Meetings and Conferences 
 
Shaping the Future in Pediatrics, October 2-4, 2019, Rome (Italy).  

Main Conference topics: Advances in clinical pediatrics and precision medicine; Artificial intelligence in the 

clinic; Building the hospital of the future; Digital therapies and digital communication for pediatrics; Startup 

pitch for pediatrics.  https://www.mcascientificevents.eu/shapepediatrics/ 

 

2
nd

 International Comprehensive Cleft Care Workshop: Education for Sustainable Cleft Care, October 16-18, 

2019. Hilton Lima Miraflores, Lima, Peru. https://cleftworkshop.org/ 

 

14
th

  Meeting of the International Conference on Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs” (ICORD), November 11-

13, 2019, Israel. The Conference is held with the collaboration of ICORD and Israel Ministry of Health. ICORD is 

an International Society for all individuals active in rare diseases and/or orphan drugs, including health care, 



research, academic, industry, patients, patient groups, regulatory authorities, health authorities, and public 

policy professionals. For further information please visit the ICORD conference website at: 

www.icord2019.org. Please follow the Conference on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and share. 

 

9
th

 International Conference on Birth Defects and Disabilities in the Developing World (ICBD 2020) February 

23-26, 2020. Colombo, Sri Lanka. http://icbd.marchofdimes.org/ 

 

13
th

Asia Pacific Conference on Human Genetics, November 7-9, 2019, Makati Shangri-laManila, Philippines. 

The theme of the conference is “Advancing Translational Medicine and Collaborations in Genomics.” This 

conference will bring together an outstanding community of faculty, scientists, researchers, and students 

from the Asia Pacific region and different parts of the world. Deadline of early bird registration is on July 7, 

2019. You may register here. 
 

28
th

 International Conference on  Clinical Pediatrics, April 15-16, 2020 London, UK . Theme: Enlightening the 

New Horizons in Clinical Pediatrics. https://clinicalpediatrics.conferenceseries.com/ 


