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SAVE THE DATE - 2020 ICBDSR Annual Meeting 

The 47
th

 ICBDSR Annual Meeting will be held in Bologna, Italy, at the Relais Bellaria Hotel & Congressi, from 

October 5 through 7, 2020. The meeting will be hosted by the Italy Emilia Romagna (IMER) registry and Alma 

Mater Studiorum, University of Bologna. A Scientific Session on congenital heart defects will be held at the 

Conference Hall of the Emilia Romagna Region Health Authority on Tuesday, October 6. A preliminary 

program and information on hotel reservations and registration is on the ICBDSR website. Please note the 

deadline for hotel booking and registration is May 30,2020. 

World Birth Defects Day - WBDD Movement 

The theme of the 2020 Edition of the World Birth Defects Day is “Many birth defects one voice” and primary 

hashtags are #WorldBDDay and #ManyBirthDefects1Voice (Spanish: #DiaMundialDefectosCongenitos,  

#MuchosDefectosCongenitos1Voz) 

LIVE events: 

• Twitter LIVE CHAT on Tuesday, March 3rd at 11 am EST – 5 pm CET  

• Facebook/Instagram LIVE CHAT on Tuesday, March 3
rd

  at 1pm EST – 7 pm CET 

 

Join the WBDD as a Partner Organization 

by completing the online application form on the WBDD website 

https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/. 

 

Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDay and  

Instagram worldbdday https://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/ 

 

Join WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 

Visit WBDD website https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/ 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: initiatives and announcements 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Santé Publique France – Public Health France 

Scientific Expert Committee on TAUL. Initial Report on Transverse Agenesis of the Upper Limbs (TAUL). Anses. 

Santé publique France. July 2019. The Scientific Expert Committee Report on Transverse Agenesis of the 

Upper Limbs (TAUL) is now available in English. The report is available for download here 

 

Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 

The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 

International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported, in part, by funding from the National 

Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

through Agreement 2016-2017 with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, 



epidemiologists, public health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and 

improving their prevention and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and 

publications/resources. It is available in English and Spanish. To date, 276trainees from 57 countries have 

participated in the course. Further information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-course-

on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/.The registration form is available at www.icbdsr.org/course-

registration. Once registered, you will receive an email with guidance on how to register by yourself in the 

course platform www.icbdsrtraining.org and how to self-enroll in the self-paced course in either English or 

Spanish. 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: ASelection from the Recent Literature 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Abe Y, Araki R, Sobajima H, Tamura M, Kunikata T, Ohtake A, Yamanouchi H. Nationwide epidemiological 

survey of holoprosencephaly in Japan. Pediatr Int.2019 Dec 30. doi: 10.1111/ped.14135. [Epub ahead of print] 

PubMed PMID: 31886593. 

 

Almli LM, Ely DM, Ailes EC, Abouk R, Grosse SD, Isenburg JL, Waldron DB,Reefhuis J. Infant Mortality 

Attributable to Birth Defects - United States, 2003-2017. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2020 Jan 

17;69(2):25-29. doi:10.15585/mmwr.mm6902a1. PubMed PMID: 31945037; PubMed Central PMCID: 

PMC6973351. 

 

Al Sheikh MH. Prevalence of epilepsy in Saudi pregnant women and possible effects of anti-epileptic drugs on 

pregnancy outcomes. Neurosciences (Riyadh).2020 Jan;25(1):32-37. doi: 10.17712/nsj.2020.1.20190077. 

PubMed PMID: 31982897 

 

Andegiorgish AK, Andemariam M, Temesghen S, Ogbai L, Ogbe Z, Zeng L. Neonatal mortality and associated 

factors in the specialized neonatal care unit Asmara, Eritrea. BMC Public Health. 2020 Jan 6;20(1):10. doi: 

10.1186/s12889-019-8118-x.PubMed PMID: 31907008; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6945585. 

 

Calle S, Bonfante E, Simmons G, Rogers J, Sitton C, Hughes K, Papanna RM, Riascos R, Patel R. Postnatal 

Intracranial Findings Following Fetal Repair of Spinal Dysraphisms. J Comput Assist Tomogr. 2020 

Jan/Feb;44(1):65-69. doi:10.1097/RCT.0000000000000962. PubMed PMID: 31939884. 

 

Hamzah M, Othman HF, Elsamny E, Agarwal H, Aly H. Clinical Outcomes and Risk Factors for In-Hospital 

Mortality in Neonates with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome. Pediatr Cardiol. 2020 Feb 1. doi: 10.1007/ 

s00246-020-02312-3. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32008059 

 

He M, Zhang Z, Hu T, Liu S. Chromosomal microarray analysis for the detection of chromosome abnormalities 

in fetuses with echogenic intracardiac focus in women without high-risk factors. Medicine (Baltimore). 2020 

Jan;99(5):e19014. doi:10.1097/MD.0000000000019014. PubMed PMID: 32000445. 

 

Lebl J, Hamza RT, Stoklasova J, Zapletalova J, Kolouskova S, Soucek O, Obermannova B, Snajderova M, 

Amaratunga SA, Sumnik Z, Pavlikova M, Pruhova S. Primary School Performance of Girls with Turner 

Syndrome: A Transcultural Assessment. Pediatr Endocrinol Rev. 2019 Dec;17(2):117-124. doi: 

10.17458/per.vol17.2019.lhs.gilrsturnersyndrome. PubMed PMID: 31763804. 

 

Ohfuji S, Deguchi M, Tachibana D, Koyama M, Takagi T, Yoshioka T, Urae A, Ito K, Kase T, Maeda A, Kondo K, 

Fukushima W, Hirota Y; Osaka Pregnant Women Influenza Study Group. Safety of influenza vaccination on 

adverse birth outcomes among pregnant women: a prospective cohort study in Japan. Int J Infect Dis. 2020 

Jan 23. pii: S1201-9712(20)30035-7. doi: 10.1016/j.ijid.2020.01.033. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 

31982621. 



Reefhuis J, FitzHarris LF, Gray KM, Nesheim S, Tinker SC, Isenburg J, Laffoon BT, Lowry J, Poschman K, Cragan 

JD, Stephens FK, Fornoff JE, Ward CA, Tran T,Hoover AE, Nestoridi E, Kersanske L, Piccardi M, Boyer M, Knapp 

MM, Ibrahim AR,Browne ML, Anderson BJ, Shah D, Forestieri NE, Maxwell J, Hauser KW, Obiri GU,Blumenfeld 

R, Higgins D, Espinet CP, López B, Zielke K, Jackson LP, Shumate C,Russell K, Lampe MA. Neural Tube Defects in 

Pregnancies Among Women With Diagnosed HIV Infection - 15 Jurisdictions, 2013-2017. MMWR Morb Mortal 

Wkly Rep.2020 Jan 10;69(1):1-5. doi: 10.15585/mmwr.mm6901a1. PubMed PMID: 31917782; PubMedCentral 

PMCID: PMC6973345. 

 

Reyes MM, Ailes EC, Daza M, Tong VT, Osorio J, Valencia D, Turca AR, GalangRR, González Duarte M, Ricaldi 

JN, Anderson KN, Kamal N, Thomas JD, Villanueva J,Burkel VK, Meaney-Delman D, Gilboa SM, Honein MA, 

Jamieson DJ, Martinez MO. Zika Virus Detection in Amniotic Fluid and Zika-Associated Birth Defects. Am J 

Obstet Gynecol. 2020 Jan 15. pii: S0002-9378(20)30013-2. doi:10.1016/j.ajog.2020.01.009. [Epub ahead of 

print] PubMed PMID: 31954155. 

 

Santiago-Colón A, Rocheleau CM, Chen IC, Sanderson W, Waters MA, Lawson CC,Langlois PH, Cragan JD, 

Reefhuis J; National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Association between maternal occupational exposure to 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and rare birth defects of the face and central nervous system. BirthDefects 

Res. 2020 Jan 14. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1643. [Epub ahead of print] PubMedPMID: 31944002. 

 

Sheppard SE, Smith A, Grand K, Pogoriler J, Rubin AI, Schindewolf E,Fitzgerald MP, Moldenhauer J, Laje P, 

Peranteau W, Bhoj E, McMahon P,Castelo-Soccio L. Further delineation of the phenotypic spectrum of nevus 

comedonicus syndrome to include congenital pulmonary airway malformation of the lung and aneurysm. Am J 

Med Genet A. 2020 Jan 21. doi: 10.1002/ajmg.a.61490.[Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31961058. 

 

Smoots AN, Olson SM, Cragan J, Delaney A, Roth NM, Godfred-Cato S, Jones AM,Nahabedian JF 3rd, Fornoff J, 

Sandidge T, Yazdy MM, Higgins C, Olney RS, EckertV, Forkner A, Fox DJ, Stolz A, Crawford K, Cho SJ, Knapp M, 

Ahmed MF, Lake-BurgerH, Elmore AL, Langlois P, Breidenbach R, Nance A, Denson L, Caton L, ForestieriN, 

Bergman K, Humphries BK, Leedom VO, Tran T, Johnston J, Valencia-Prado M,Pérez-González S, Romitti PA, 

Fall C, Bryan JM, Barton J, Arias W, St John K,Mann S, Kimura J, Orantes L, Martin B, de Wilde L, Ellis EM, Song 

Z, Akosa A,Goodroe C, Ellington SR, Tong VT, Gilboa SM, Moore CA, Honein MA. Population-Based Surveillance 

for Birth Defects Potentially Related to Zika VirusInfection - 22 States and Territories, January 2016-June 2017. 

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2020 Jan 24;69(3):67-71. doi: 10.15585/mmwr.mm6903a3. PubMed 

PMID:31971935. 

 

Yland JJ, Bateman BT, Huybrechts KF, Brill G, Schatz MX, Wurst KE,Hernández-Díaz S. Perinatal Outcomes 

Associated with Maternal Asthma and its Severity and Control during Pregnancy. J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract. 

2020 Jan 22.pii: S2213-2198(20)30056-8. doi: 10.1016/j.jaip.2020.01.016. [Epub ahead ofprint] PubMed PMID: 

31981730. 

 

Meetings and Conferences 
9

th
 International Conference on Birth Defects and Disabilities in the Developing World (ICBD 2020) February 

23-26, 2020. Cinnamon Grand Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka. Recognizing the need to build capacity in lower-

income countries for the prevention of birth defects and preterm birth and care of those affected, the goal of 

these biennial conferences has been to provide specific practical tools and approaches that developing 

country participants can use to implement and strengthen surveillance and health care delivery and influence 

policy and funding in support when they return to their respective countries. Registration is open: 

http://icbd.marchofdimes.org/. 

 

International Conference on Preventive Medicine & Public Health, March 5-6, 2020 Rome, Italy. Theme: 

Science-based resolutions addressing global pervasive & preventable health issues. 

https://preventivemedicine.healthconferences.org/. 

 



National Birth Defects Prevention Network Annual Meeting (2020), March 9 – 11, 2020, Renaissance 

Arlington Capital View Hotel, Arlington, VA 22202, US 

The National Birth Defects Prevention Network (NBDPN) will hold its 23rd Annual Meeting from March 9-11, 

2020 in Arlington, VA with a pre-conference training to be held on March 8, 2020. As the only national 

conference for population-based birth defects surveillance programs in the United States, participants are 

given an opportunity to learn about current advances and opportunities for birth defects surveillance, 

research, intervention, and prevention through sharing of best practices at local, state, and national levels. 

The issues covered at this meeting are vitally important to advance the work of birth defects surveillance. 

Topics covered include: 

• National standards for birth defects surveillance 

• Birth defects surveillance systems response to emerging health issues 

• Clinical sessions on disorders of the head and brain 

• Analytic methods for birth defects surveillance 

• Birth defects prevention strategies 

• National Birth Defects Prevention Study research projects 

• Responding to community concerns 

Meeting registration (on or before February 14, 2020) is $350. Registration after February 14, 2020 will be 

$400. Registration for one-day attendees is as follows: Monday, March 9 and Tuesday, March 10 will be $160 

each day; Wednesday, March 11 will be $80. The pre-meeting training is an additional $50. There is a $50 

cancellation fee if the cancellation occurs on or before February 14, 2020. Barring unforeseen circumstances, 

no refunds will be issued after this date. To register for the meeting or the pre-conference training (click 

here). For questions about the meeting or pre-conference training, contact NBDPN at nbdpn@nbdpn.org.11th 

 

Annual Clinical Genetics Meeting of the American College of Medical Genetics (ACMC), March 17-21, 2020 

San Antonio, TX, USA. https://www.acmgmeeting.net/acmg2020/Public/mainhall.aspx. 

 

28
th

 International Conference on Clinical Pediatrics, April 15-16, 2020 London, UK. Theme: Enlightening the 

New Horizons in Clinical Pediatrics. https://clinicalpediatrics.conferenceseries.com/. 

 

60
th

 Annual Meeting of the Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention, June 27–July 1, 2020, 

Charleston Marriott, Charleston, South Carolina, USA. The theme for this year’s meeting is “Honoring 

Teratology’s Roots, Growing a Healthier Future”. The program offers an exciting variety of scientific sessions 

on topics including:  

• Effects of water fluoridation on neurodevelopment  

• Experimental animal studies in counseling  

• Developmental neurotoxicity of methylmercury  

• Investigation of a potential outbreak of birth defects  

• Gene therapy, CRISPR/Cas9 technology, breakthroughs, and ethical challenges  

• Opioid use in pregnancy  

• Embryogenesis at high-resolution  

• Perinatal and postnatal exposures to environmental chemicals  

• Obesity and metabolic disorders  

• Assessing pregnancy risk of immunomodulators  

• Innovator award, trainee awards, professional development opportunities  

 

Abstract submission is open now through February 15, 2020.  

Visit https://www.birthdefectsresearch.org/meetings/2020/ for full information 

 

EUROCAT Registry Leader Meeting, June 30-July 1, 2020 Valencia (Spain), and 15
th

European Symposium on 

Congenital Anomalies: “Current Approaches to Congenital Anomalies”, 2nd July 2020, Valencia, Spain. 

https://eu-rd-platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/eurocat/news/symposium2020. The abstract submission deadline is 

set for February 15, 2020.  

World Congress of Epidemiology WCE 2020 on “Methodological Innovations in Epidemiology”, September 13-

16,2019, Melbourne, Australia. https://wce2020.org/. 


