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UPDATE ON COVID-19 

The Executive Committee recognizes the swift turn of events globally over the last month. The impact of the 

virus touches the countries of each member program, most notably our Italian colleagues and projected 

meeting site for 2020. We will continue to monitor the situation regarding COVID-19 and provide updates on 

any changes in our annual meeting planning. We hope for good health for all our members and the 

populations they serve. 

 

 

World Birth Defects Day - WBDD  

 

Thank you to March of Dimes for leading the Twitter Live Chat and to MotherToBaby for hosting the 

Facebook/Instagram LIVE!.The two events had great engagement from many people all around the world.  

 

Thanks to all the participants and to the WBDD Partners who organized an event/activity to observe the 

WBDD. Please, share with us your activity by email at centre@icbdsr.org 

 

Join the WBDD as a Partner Organization 

by completing the online application form on the WBDD website 

https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/. 

 

Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDayand  
Instagram worldbdday https://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/ 

 

Join WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 

Visit WBDD website https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/ 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: initiatives and announcements 

All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

tocentre@icbdsr.orgby the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

 

Colombo Declaration 

Colombo Declaration on Birth Defects Care and Prevention was formulated as a global call for action by the 

organizing committee of the 9
th

 International Conference on Birth Defects and Disabilities in Developing 

Countries (ICBD2020), held February 23-26, 2020, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The full text of the declaration is 

available at http://icbd.marchofdimes.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/ICBD-2020-Colombo-Decleration.pdf 

 

 

 



Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 

The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 

International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported, in part, by funding from the National 

Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

through Agreement 2016-2017 with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, 

epidemiologists, public health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and 

improving their prevention and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and 

publications/resources. It is available in English and Spanish. To date, 276 trainees from 57 countries have 

participated in the course.Further information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-course-

on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/. The registration form is available at www.icbdsr.org/course-

registration. Once registered, you will receive an email with guidance on how to register by yourself in the 

course platform www.icbdsrtraining.org and how to self-enroll in the self-paced course in either English or 

Spanish. 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: ASelection from the Recent Literature 

All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

tocentre@icbdsr.orgby the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Baldacci S, Santoro M, Coi A, Mezzasalma L, Bianchi F, Pierini A. Lifestyle and sociodemographic risk factors for 

gastroschisis: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Arch Dis Child. 2020 Feb 12. pii: archdischild-2019-

318412. doi:10.1136/archdischild-2019-318412. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32051127. 

 

Braddock SR, Lipinski RJ, Carey JC. 40
th

 Annual David W Smith Workshop on Malformations and 

Morphogenesis: Abstracts of the 2019 Annual Meeting. Am J MedGenet A. 2020 Apr;182(4):877-942. doi: 

10.1002/ajmg.a.61514. PubMed PMID:32153128. 

 

Claire R, Chamberlain C, Davey MA, Cooper SE, Berlin I, Leonardi-Bee J, Coleman T. Pharmacological 

interventions for promoting smoking cessation during pregnancy. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2020 Mar 

4;3:CD010078. doi:10.1002/14651858.CD010078.pub3. Review. PubMed PMID: 32129504. 

 

Corrales-Gutierrez I, Mendoza R, Gomez-Baya D, Leon-Larios F. Understanding the Relationship between 

Predictors of Alcohol Consumption in Pregnancy: Towards  Effective Prevention of FASD. Int J Environ Res 

Public Health. 2020 Feb 21;17(4). pii: E1388. doi: 10.3390/ijerph17041388. PubMed PMID: 32098098. 

 

Du Q, de la Morena MT, van Oers NSC. The Genetics and Epigenetics of 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome. Front 

Genet. 2020 Feb 6;10:1365. doi:10.3389/fgene.2019.01365. eCollection 2019. Review. PubMed PMID: 

32117416; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7016268. 

 

Hoyt AT, Ramadhani T, Le MT, Shumate CJ, Canfield MA, Scheuerle AE; NationalBirth Defects Prevention 

Study. Acculturation and selected birth defects among non-Hispanic Blacks in a population-based case-control 

study. Birth Defects Res. 2020 Mar 5. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1665. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 

32134219. 

 

Kini S, Barton GW, Carol Liu YC. Renal anomalies and microtia: Determining the clinical utility of screening 

affected children. Int J PediatrOtorhinolaryngol. 2020 Feb 15;133:109957. doi: 10.1016/j.ijporl.2020.109957. 

[Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32109674. 

 

Kyriakopoulou A, Serghiou S, Dimopoulou D, Arista I, Psaltopoulou T,Dinopoulos A, Papaevangelou V. 

Antenatal imaging and clinical outcome in congenital CMV infection: a field-wide systematic review and meta-

analysis. JInfect. 2020 Feb 23. pii: S0163-4453(20)30089-X. doi: 10.1016/j.jinf.2020.02.012.[Epub ahead of 

print] PubMed PMID: 32097687. 

 



Li J, Gao W, Zuo W, Liu X. Relationship between quality of life and social support in parents of children with 

congenital anorectal malformations in China. J Pediatr Nurs. 2020 Mar 5. pii: S0882-5963(19)30582-2. doi: 

10.1016/j.pedn.2020.02.037. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32147275. 

 

Liang Y, Hu X, Li X, Wen B, Wang L, Wang C. Parental non-hereditary teratogenic exposure factors on the 

occurrence of congenital heart disease in the offspring in the northeastern Sichuan, China. Sci Rep. 2020 Mar 

3;10(1):3905.doi: 10.1038/s41598-020-60798-6. PubMed PMID: 32127562. 

 

Louden AR, Suhl J, Kancherla V, Caspers Conway KM, Makelarski J, Howley MM, Hoyt AT, Olney RS, Olshan AF, 

Romitti PA; National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Association between maternal periconceptional alcohol 

consumption and neural tube defects: Findings from the National Birth Defects Prevention Study, 1997-2011. 

Birth Defects Res. 2020 Mar;112(5):427-439. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1656.Epub 2020 Feb 27. PubMed PMID: 

32104984. 

 

Manandhar M, Beydoun H, Kancherla V. Association between body mass index and folate insufficiency 

indicative of neural tube defects risk among nonpregnant women of childbearing age in the United States, 

NHANES, 2007-2010. Birth Defects Res. 2020 Feb 13. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1658. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 

PMID: 

32052935. 

 

Mekonnen AG, Hordofa AG, Kitila TT, Sav A. Modifiable risk factors of congenital malformations in bale zone 

hospitals, Southeast Ethiopia: an unmatched case-control study. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth. 2020 Feb 

27;20(1):129. doi:10.1186/s12884-020-2827-0. PubMed PMID: 32106830; PubMed Central 

PMCID:PMC7045613. 

 

Moore KJ, Carmichael SL, Forestieri NE, Desrosiers TA, Meyer RE, Freedman SF,North KE, Olshan AF; National 

Birth Defects Prevention Study. Maternal diet as a risk factor for primary congenital glaucoma and defects of 

the anterior segment of the eye in the National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Birth Defects Res. 2020 Mar 

10. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1664. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32154673. 

 

Raitio A, Tauriainen A, Syvänen J, Kemppainen T, Löyttyniemi E, Sankilampi U, Vanamo K, Gissler M, Hyvärinen 

A, Helenius I. Omphalocele in Finland from 1993 to 2014: Trends, Prevalence, Mortality, and Associated 

Malformations - A Population-Based Study. Eur J Pediatr Surg. 2020 Mar 4. doi:10.1055/s-0040-1703012. 

[Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32131131. 

 

Rosas-Blum ED, Reddy A, Shaban MA, Aziz S, Do A, Spurbeck W, Francis D. Characteristics of Anorectal 

Malformations in Children at the United States-Mexico Border: A 3-Year Study.J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 

2020 Mar 5.doi: 10.1097/MPG.0000000000002699. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32141997. 

 

Meetings and Conferences 
 

Annual Clinical Genetics Meeting of the American College of Medical Genetics (ACMC), March 17-21, 2020 

San Antonio, TX, USA. https://www.acmgmeeting.net/acmg2020/Public/mainhall.aspx. 

 

28
th

 International Conference on Clinical Pediatrics, April 15-16, 2020 London, UK. Theme: Enlightening the 

New Horizons in Clinical Pediatrics. https://clinicalpediatrics.conferenceseries.com/. 

 

60
th

 Annual Meeting of the Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention, June 27–July 1, 2020, 

Charleston Marriott, Charleston, South Carolina, USA. The theme for this year’s meeting is “Honoring 

Teratology’s Roots, Growing a Healthier Future”. The program offers an exciting variety of scientific sessions 

on topics including:  

• Effects of water fluoridation on neurodevelopment  

• Experimental animal studies in counseling  



• Developmental neurotoxicity of methylmercury  

• Investigation of a potential outbreak of birth defects  

• Gene therapy, CRISPR/Cas9 technology, breakthroughs, and ethical challenges  

• Opioid use in pregnancy  

• Embryogenesis at high-resolution  

• Perinatal and postnatal exposures to environmental chemicals  

• Obesity and metabolic disorders  

• Assessing pregnancy risk of immunomodulators  

• Innovator award, trainee awards, professional development opportunities  

The full program and information about trainee travel awards, hotel reservations, and registrationis available 

on the Annual Meeting website: https://www.birthdefectsresearch.org/meetings/2020/. 

 

EUROCAT Registry Leader Meeting, June 30-July 1, 2020 Valencia (Spain), and 15
th

European Symposium on 

Congenital Anomalies: “Current Approaches to Congenital Anomalies”, 2
nd 

July 2020, Valencia, Spain. 

Information is available at  https://eu-rd-platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/eurocat/news/symposium2020.  

 

World Congress of Epidemiology WCE 2020on “Methodological Innovations in Epidemiology”, September 13-

16,2020, Melbourne, Australia.https://wce2020.org/. 

 

8
th

International Congress of Gynaecology and Obstetrics (ICGO-2020),November 11-13, 2020, Dubai, UAE 

https://www.bitcongress.com/icgo2020/ 

 

SAVE THE DATE - 2020 ICBDSR Annual Meeting 

The 47
th

 ICBDSR Annual Meeting will be held in Bologna, Italy, at the Relais Bellaria Hotel & Congressi, from 

October 5 through 7, 2020. The meeting will be hosted by the Italy Emilia Romagna (IMER) registry and Alma 

Mater Studiorum, University of Bologna .A Scientific Session on congenital heart defects will be held at the 

Conference Hall of the Emilia Romagna Region Health Authority on Tuesday, October 6. A preliminary 

program and information on hotel reservations and registration is on the ICBDSR website.  

 


