
 
 

International Clearinghouse for Birth Defects Surveillance and Research 

Monthly Newsletter 
June 2020            Issue 2020-06 

 

UPDATE ON 2020 ICBDSR ANNUAL MEETING 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the 47
th

 ICBDSR Annual Meetinghas been postponed to October 2021. The 

final dates will be released as soon as possible. The meeting venue remains the Relais Bellaria Hotel & 

Congressi in Bologna (Italy), as already planned. Updates on the annual meeting will be posted to the ICBDSR 

website.  

 

NEWS AND UPDATE ON COVID-19 

• Get the full database of COVID-19 resources from WHO: 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 

• Get the latest public health information from CDC: https://www.coronavirus.gov  

• Get the latest research from NIH: https://www.nih.gov/coronavirus 

• Find SARS-CoV-2 literature, sequence, and clinical content: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sars-cov-2/. 

 

NCD Voices in the Decade of Action 

The Global Coordination Mechanism on the Prevention and Control of Non Communicable Diseases, 

(GCM/NCD) is launching a new webinar series called NCD Voices in the Decade of Action. It will highlight the 

voices of marginalized groups through a 'pass the mic' ethos, aiming to better support a meaningful 

participatory process for populations that are often left behind in global dialogues. The first webinar within 

this series focused on the value of linking COVID-19 and NCDs to 'build back better’ and took place on 

June18
th

.The webinar highlighted the links between COVID-19 and NCDs and mental health conditions, 

allowing for knowledge sharing, with a strong emphasis on lived experience around the subject matter, 

ultimately helping us to better understand the interlinkages of this double burden of disease within a global 

pandemic. There are two upcoming as part of this series: 

� 25 June- Gender, Equity, NCDs and Mental Health Conditions - register here 

� 2 July- Prescriptions for a healthy and green recovery from COVID-19 - register here 

 

World Birth Defects Day – WBDD, March 3 

 

Thanks to all the participants in the WBDD on March 3, 2020 and to the WBDD Partners who organized an 

event/activity to observe the Day. Please, share with us your activity by email at centre@icbdsr.org 

 

Join the WBDD as a Partner Organization 

by completing the online application form on the WBDD website 

https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/. 

 

Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDayand  
Instagram worldbdday https://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/ 

 

Join WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 



Visit WBDD website https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/ 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: initiatives and announcements 

All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.orgby the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 
 

The Indian Institute of Public Health-Delhi (IIPH-Delhi), Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) announces 

the ‘Call for Applications’ for following on-campus academic programs for the session 2020-21: 

 

� Master of Public Health (MPH), Affiliated to Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and 

Technology (SCTIMST), Trivandrum. Web link: Master of Public Health 

 

� Integrated MSc & PhD in Clinical Research (Jointly conducted by PHFI & AcSIR#), #Academy of 

Scientific & Innovative Research (AcSIR) has been established as an 'Institution of National 

Importance’, by an Act of Parliament. Web link: Integrated MSc and PhD in Clinical Research 

 

� Post Graduate Diploma in Public Health Management (PGDPHM), Supported under National Health 

Mission (NHM), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of India. Web link: Post 

Graduate Diploma in Public Health Management 

 

A limited number of scholarships may be awarded to deserving and meritorious candidates, subject to 

availability of funds. For further details and eligibility criteria please visit the website: Scholarships.The 

placement cell at IIPH-Delhi supports the placement process by identifying relevant career opportunities for 

those who are seeking placement assistance. More than 93% placements have taken place since inception. 

Details of placement cell at: Placements. The program brochures and application forms are available on the 

website: On-campus Academic Programs. Applications may be submitted on-line/hard copy. The last date for 

receiving applications for MPH is June 20, 2020  and for MSc CR and PGDPHM is July 31, 2020. 

For additional information, please visit the website www.phfi.org. 

 

Frontiers Research Topics 

Congenital Anomalies: State of the Art and the New Paradigms for a Precision Public Health Approach 

Frontiers is a leading Open Access Publisher and Open Science Platform. With their unique mixes of varied 

contributions from Original Research to Review Articles, Research Topics unify the most influential 

researchers, the latest key findings and historical advances in a hot research area. 

 

Congenital anomalies are common health events, comprising a total prevalence of 3-4 % and a live birth 

prevalence of 2-3%. They have a substantial impact on the risk of infant and childhood mortality and long-

term health outcomes. They are also associated with large personal, familial and health system costs during 

childhood and across the lifespan. The etiology of many congenital anomalies is poorly understood, but this is 

an important and very active area of research. There is a growing literature on the risk factors, particularly 

genetic and epigenetic factors, as well as environmental factors and teratogenic effects of medications that 

can be further explored by an increasing variety of approaches. 

 

This Research Topic will cover several aspects of congenital anomalies, including their prevalence, pre- and 

post-natal diagnosis, clinical (including surgical) management, short- and long-term health outcomes of 

congenital anomalies, disease codification, and intersections with rare diseases and cancer. It will traverse the 

foundational tenants of epidemiological approaches and the state of the art. It will also explore congenital 

anomalies as an example for the precision public health approach, which, put simply, can be stated as using 

the best available data to target more effectively and efficiently various modes of interventions to those most 

in need. Full information at https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/11976/congenital-anomalies-state-

of-the-art-and-the-new-paradigms-for-a-precision-public-health-approach#overview 

 

Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 



The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 

International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported, in part, by funding from the National 

Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

through Agreement 2016-2017 with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, 

epidemiologists, public health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and 

improving their prevention and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and 

publications/resources. It is available in English and Spanish. To date, 318trainees from 57 countries have 

participated in the course. Additional information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-

course-on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/. 

The registration form is available at www.icbdsr.org/course-registration. Once registered, you will receive an 

email with guidance on how to register by yourself in the course platform www.icbdsrtraining.org and how to 

self-enroll in the self-paced course in either English or Spanish. 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: ASelection from the Recent Literature 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

To centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

Breslin N, Baptiste C, Miller R, Fuchs K, Goffman D, Gyamfi-Bannerman C, D'Alton M. Coronavirus disease 2019 

in pregnancy: early lessons. Am J Obstet Gynecol MFM. 2020 May;2(2):100111. doi: 

10.1016/j.ajogmf.2020.100111. Epub 2020 Mar 27. PMID: 32518902; PMCID: PMC7271091. 

 

de Oliveira AMM, de Melo EGM, Mendes MLT, et al. Oral and maxillofacial conditions, dietary aspects, and 

nutritional status of children with congenital Zika syndrome [published online ahead of print, 2020 May 31]. 

Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol. 2020;S2212-4403(20)30069-9. doi:10.1016/j.oooo.2020.02.019 

 

Donoso E, Carvajal JA. Diferencias epidemiológicas podrían explicar la mayor mortalidad infantil de Chile 

comparada con Cuba [Epidemiological difference could explain the higher infant mortality in Chile compared 

with Cuba] [published online ahead of print, 2020 May 19]. AnPediatr (Barc). 2020;S1695-4033(20)30162-4. 

doi:10.1016/j.anpedi.2020.04.010 

 

Drukker L, Cavallaro A, Salim I, Ioannou C, Impey L, Papageorghiou AT. How often do we incidentally find a 

fetal abnormality at the routine third-trimester growth scan? A population-based study [published online 

ahead of print, 2020 Jun 3]. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2020;S0002-9378(20)30608-6. doi:10.1016/ j.ajog. 

2020.05.052 

 

Duran P, Berman S, Niermeyer S, et al. COVID-19 and newborn health: systematic review. Rev Panam Salud 

Publica. 2020;44:e54. Published 2020 Apr 27. doi:10.26633/RPSP.2020.54 

 

Favilli A, Mattei Gentili M, Raspa F, Giardina I, Parazzini F, Vitagliano A, Borisova AV, Gerli S. Effectiveness and 

safety of available treatments for COVID-19 during pregnancy: a critical review. J Matern Fetal Neonatal Med. 

2020 Jun 7:1-14. doi: 10.1080/14767058.2020.1774875. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 32508168. 

 

Fontanella F, Hannes S, Keating N, Martyn F, Browne I, Briet J, McAuliffe FM, Baalman JH. COVID-19 infection 

during the third trimester of pregnancy: Current clinical dilemmas. Eur J ObstetGynecolReprod Biol. 2020 May 

29:S0301-2115(20)30337-7. doi: 10.1016/j.ejogrb.2020.05.053. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 32505514; PMCID: 

PMC7256511. 

 

Forestieri S, Marcialis MA, Migliore L, Panisi C, Fanos V. Relationship between pregnancy and coronavirus: 

what we know. J Matern Fetal Neonatal Med. 2020 Jun 4:1-12. doi: 10.1080/14767058.2020.1771692. Epub 

ahead of print. PMID: 32498581. 

 

Gatzoulis MA. COVID-19 and congenital heart disease in perspective. Eur Heart J. 2020;41(20):1871-1872. 

doi:10.1093/eurheartj/ehaa407 



 

Huntley BJF, Huntley ES, Di Mascio D, Chen T, Berghella V, Chauhan SP. Rates of Maternal and Perinatal 

Mortality and Vertical Transmission in Pregnancies Complicated by Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus 2 (SARS-Co-V-2) Infection: A Systematic Review.  Obstet Gynecol. 2020 Jun 9. doi: 

10.1097/AOG.0000000000004010. Online ahead of print. PMID: 32516273 

 

Kayem G, Alessandrini V, Azria E, Blanc J, Bohec C, Bornes M, Bretelle F, Ceccaldi PF, Chalet Y, Chauleur C, 

Cordier AG, Deruelle P, Desbrière R, Doret M, Dreyfus M, Driessen M, Fermaut M, Gallot D, Garabédian C, 

Huissoud C, Lecarpentier E, Luton D, Morel O, Perrotin F, Picone O, Rozenberg P, Schmitz T, Sentilhes L, 

Sroussi J, Vayssière C, Verspyck E, Vivanti AJ, Winer N. A snapshot of the Covid-19 pandemic among pregnant 

women in France. J GynecolObstet Hum Reprod. 2020 Jun 4:101826. doi: 10.1016/j.jogoh.2020.101826. Epub 

ahead of print. PMID: 32505805; PMCID: PMC7270811. 

 

Knight M, Bunch K, Vousden N, Morris E, Simpson N, Gale C, O'Brien P, Quigley M, Brocklehurst P, Kurinczuk 

JJ; UK Obstetric Surveillance System SARS-CoV-2 Infection in Pregnancy Collaborative Group. Characteristics 

and outcomes of pregnant women admitted to hospital with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection in UK: national 

population based cohort study. BMJ. 2020 Jun 8;369:m2107. doi: 10.1136/bmj.m2107. PMID: 32513659. 

 

Obeidat N, Saadeh R, Obeidat M, Khasawneh W, Khader Y, Alfaqih M. Perceptions of obstetricians and 

pediatricians about the risk of COVID-19 for pregnant women and newborns. Int J Gynaecol Obstet. 2020 Jun 

8. doi: 10.1002/ijgo.13264. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 32510576 

 

Parimi M, Nitsch D. A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Diabetes During Pregnancy and Congenital 

Genitourinary Abnormalities. Kidney Int Rep. 2020;5(5):678-693. Published 2020 Feb 28. 

doi:10.1016/j.ekir.2020.02.1027 

 

Rasmussen SA, Jamieson DJ. Caring for Women Who Are Planning a Pregnancy, Pregnant, or Postpartum 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic. JAMA. 2020 Jun 5. doi: 10.1001/jama.2020.8883. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

32501505. 

 

Ryan GA, Purandare NC, McAuliffe FM, Hod M, Purandare CN. Clinical update on COVID-19 in pregnancy: A 

review article. J ObstetGynaecol Res. 2020 Jun 4. doi: 10.1111/jog.14321. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

32500549. 

 

Smith V, Seo D, Warty R, Payne O, Salih M, Chin KL, Ofori-Asenso R, Krishnan S, da Silva Costa F, Vollenhoven 

B, Wallace E. Maternal and neonatal outcomes associated with COVID-19 infection: A systematic review. PLoS 

One. 2020 Jun 4;15(6):e0234187. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0234187. PMID: 32497090 

 

Wang Z, Wang Z, Xiong G. Clinical characteristics and laboratory results of pregnant women with COVID-19 in 

Wuhan, China. Int J Gynaecol Obstet. 2020 Jun 8. doi: 10.1002/ijgo.13265. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

32510581. 

 

Zhu Y, Bateman BT, Gray KJ, et al. Oral fluconazole use in the first trimester and risk of congenital 

malformations: population based cohort study. BMJ. 2020;369:m1494. Published 2020 May 20. 

doi:10.1136/bmj.m1494 

 

Meetings and Conferences 

 

60
th

 Annual Meeting of the Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention 

The Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention 60
th

 Annual Meeting is going virtual.  
The program offers an exciting variety of scientific sessions on topics including: 

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) and pregnancy (free pre-meeting session on Thursday, June 11
th

) 

• Investigation of a potential outbreak of birth defects 

• Gene therapy, CRISPR/Cas9 technology, breakthroughs, and ethical challenges 



• Opioid use in pregnancy 

• Embryogenesis at high-resolution 

• Perinatal and postnatal exposures to environmental chemicals 

• Obesity and metabolic disorders 

• Assessing pregnancy risk of immunomodulators 

Please visit the Annual Meeting website for complete program and registration details: 

https://www.birthdefectsresearch.org/meetings/2020/ 

 

EUROCAT Registry Leader Meetingand15
th

EuropeanSymposium on Congenital Anomalies. 
Considering the development of the epidemic in Europe, after thoughtful deliberations, a decision was made 

to postpone the EUROCAT Scientific Symposium scheduled to take place on July2, 2020 in Valencia, Spain. 

Information about a new date will be available as soon as possible. For anyquestions, pleasecontact: JRC-

EUROCAT@ec.europa.eu 

World Congress of Epidemiology WCE 2020 on “Methodological Innovations in Epidemiology”, September 13-

16, 2020, Melbourne, Australia.https://wce2020.org/ has been postponed until 2021 

8
th

International Congress of Gynaecology and Obstetrics (ICGO-2020),November 11-13, 2020, Dubai, UAE 

https://www.bitcongress.com/icgo2020/ 

 


