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UPDATE ON 2020 ICBDSR ANNUAL MEETING 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 47
th

 ICBDSR Annual Meeting has been postponed to October 2021. The 

final dates will be released as soon as possible. The meeting venue remains the Relais Bellaria Hotel & 

Congressi in Bologna (Italy). Updates on the annual meeting will be posted to the ICBDSR website.  

 

NEWS AND UPDATE ON COVID-19 

COVID-19 is an emerging, rapidly evolving situation: 

• Get the full database of COVID-19 resources from WHO: 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019. 

• Get the latest public health information from CDC: https://www.coronavirus.gov. 

• Get the latest research from NIH: https://www.nih.gov/coronavirus. 

• Find SARS-CoV-2 literature, sequence, and clinical content: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sars-cov-2/. 

 

 

World Birth Defects Day – WBDD, March 3 

 

Thanks to all the participants in the WBDD on March 3, 2020 and to the WBDD Partners who organized an 

event/activity to observe the Day. Please, share with us your activity by email at centre@icbdsr.org 

 

Join the WBDD as a Partner Organization 

by completing the online application form on the WBDD website 

https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/. 

 

Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDayand  
Instagram worldbddayhttps://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/ 

Join WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 

Visit WBDD website https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/ 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: initiatives and announcements 

All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 

 

The Indian Institute of Public Health-Delhi (IIPH-D), Public Health Foundation of India is pleased to announce 

‘Call for Applications’ for the following eLearning programs for the academic year 2020-2021.  

 

S.No. Name of the eLearningProgram Duration 

Last date for 

submission of 

Online Application 

Course 

Commencement 



1. eCourse in Clinical Research Methods  4 Months 31
st

  Aug, 2020 21
st

  Sept, 2020 

2. 
ePost Graduate Program in Public Health 

Nutrition 

1 Year 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

3. 
ePost Graduate Program in Health Economics, 

Health Care Financing and Policy 

1 Year 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

4. 
ePost Graduate Program in Epidemiology(Only 

for Indian Nationals) 
1 Year 31

st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

5. 
ePost Graduate Program in Management of 

Reproductive and Child Health Programmes  

1 Year 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

6. 

eCourse on Monitoring and Evaluation of Health 

Programs 

 

6 Months 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

7. 

eCourse on GIS Application in Public Health 

 

6 Months 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

8. eCourse in  STI & HIV/AIDS  6 Months 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

9. 
eCourse on Public Health Development for ICDS 

officials  

6 Months 31
st
  Oct, 2020 21

st
  Dec, 2020 

10. eCourse in Research Ethics  3 Months 15
th

 Dec, 2020 22
nd

 Jan, 2021 

  

For more details and submission of online application, please click on the respective program link or visit the 

PHFI Centre for eLearning:  https://cdl.phfi.org/portal/courses and select the program you are interested in.  

 

 

News from the ICBDSR Executive Committee 
 

Becoming an affiliate member of ICBDSR 

Individuals, organizations, or institutions may apply to become affiliates. Affiliates may collaborate with 

Clearinghouse members, participate in projects, and attend the ICBDSR Annual Meeting. Candidates for 

affiliates may include people or teams who are interested in developing a surveillance and prevention 

program, or are beginning to do so but do not yet meet program membership criteria, as well as graduates 

from the Training Program in Surveillance and Prevention; professionals, advocates, and organizations with a 

strong interest and commitment to surveillance and prevention. 

Requirements to become an affiliate member: 

� A letter of recommendation sent to centre@icbdsr.org by an ICBDSR program director (check the list 

of program directors). 

� Submission of the affiliate member´s application form, available at http://www.icbdsr.org/affiliate-

membership-application/. Please read the ICBDSR Bylaws prior to completing the form. 

 

Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 

The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 

International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported, in part, by funding from the National 

Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 



through Agreement 2016-2017 with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, 

epidemiologists, public health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and 

improving their prevention and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and 

publications/resources. It is available in English and Spanish. To date, 329 trainees from 57 countries have 

joined the online course. Additional information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-

course-on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/.  

The registration form is available at www.icbdsr.org/course-registration. Once registered, you will receive an 

email with guidance on how to register in the course platform www.icbdsrtraining.organd how to self-enroll in 

the self-paced course in either English or Spanish. 

 

What’s Going on Regarding Birth Defects: ASelection from the Recent Literature 

All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions  

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month 

 

Acosta-Elias J, Espinosa-TangumaR.The Folate Concentration and/or Folic Acid Metabolites in Plasma as Factor 

for COVID-19 Infection. Front Pharmacol. 2020 Jul 16;11:1062. doi: 10.3389/fphar.2020.01062. eCollection 

2020. PMID: 32765270  

 

Akhtar H, Patel C, Abuelgasim E, Harky A. COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) Infection in Pregnancy: A Systematic Review.   

Gynecol Obstet Invest. 2020 Jul 30:1-12. doi: 10.1159/000509290. Online ahead of print. 

 

Antoun L, Taweel NE, Ahmed I, Patni S, Honest H. Maternal COVID-19 infection, clinical characteristics, 

pregnancy, and neonatal outcome: A prospective cohort study. Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 2020 Jul 

15:S0301-2115(20)30448-6. doi: 10.1016/j.ejogrb.2020.07.008. Online ahead of print. 

 

Badr DA, Mattern J, Carlin A, Cordier AG, Maillart E, El Hachem L, El Kenz H, Andronikof M, De Bels D, 

Damoisel C, Preseau T, Vignes D, Cannie MM, Vauloup-Fellous C, Fils JF, Benachi A, Jani JC, Vivanti AJ. Are 

clinical outcomes worse for pregnant women ≥ 20 weeks' gestation infected with COVID-19? A multicenter 

case-control study with propensity score matching. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2020 Jul 27:S0002-9378(20)30776-6. 

doi: 10.1016/j.ajog.2020.07.045. Online ahead of print. 

 

Bindra V. Telemedicine for Women's Health During COVID-19 Pandemic in India: A Short Commentary and 

Important Practice Points for Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. J Obstet Gynaecol India. 2020;70(4):279-282. 

doi:10.1007/s13224-020-01346-0 

 

Blázquez-Gamero D, Soriano-Ramos M, Vicente M, et al. Prevalence and Clinical Manifestations of Congenital 

Cytomegalovirus Infection in a Screening Program in Madrid (PICCSA Study) [published online ahead of print, 

2020 Jul 28]. Pediatr Infect Dis J. 2020;10.1097/INF.0000000000002808. doi:10.1097/INF.0000000000002808 

 

Capobianco G, Saderi L, Aliberti S, et al. COVID-19 in pregnant women: A systematic review and meta-analysis 

[published online ahead of print, 2020 Jul 16]. Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 2020;S0301-2115(20)30446-

2. doi:10.1016/j.ejogrb.2020.07.006 

 

Chessa M, Varrica A, Andronache A, et al. Lombardy regional urgent reorganization for congenital cardiac 

patients following the Covid-19 pandemic. J Cardiovasc Med (Hagerstown). 2020;21(9):654-659. 

doi:10.2459/JCM.0000000000001055 

 

Chung SH, Kim CY, Lee BS; and the Korean Neonatal Network. Congenital Anomalies in Very-Low-Birth-Weight 

Infants: A Nationwide Cohort Study [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 7]. Neonatology. 2020;1-8. 

doi:10.1159/000509117 

Crovetto F, Crispi F, Llurba E, Figueras F, Gómez-Roig MD, Gratacós E. Seroprevalence and presentation of 

SARS-CoV-2 in pregnancy [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 6]. Lancet. 2020;S0140-6736(20)31714-1. 

doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31714-1 



 

Dang D, Wang L, Zhang C, Li Z, Wu H. Potential effects of SARS-CoV-2 infection during pregnancy on fetuses 

and newborns are worthy of attention [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 10]. J Obstet Gynaecol Res. 

2020;10.1111/jog.14406. doi:10.1111/jog.14406 

 

David McIntyre H, Gibbons KS, C W Ma R, et al. Testing for gestational diabetes during the COVID-19 

pandemic. An evaluation of proposed protocols for the United Kingdom, Canada and Australia [published 

online ahead of print, 2020 Jul 30]. Diabetes Res Clin Pract. 2020;167:108353. doi:10.1016/j. 

diabres.2020.108353 

 

Dinkar A, Singh J. Seroprevalence of Toxoplasma, Rubella, CMV and HSV infection at a teaching hospital: A 7 

year study from North India. J Family Med Prim Care. 2020;9(5):2253-2257. Published 2020 May 31. 

doi:10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_176_20 

 

Hayakawa S, Komine-Aizawa S, Mor GG. Covid-19 pandemic and pregnancy [published online ahead of print, 

2020 Aug 10]. J ObstetGynaecol Res. 2020;10.1111/jog.14384. doi:10.1111/jog.14384 

 

Hee Kim CN, Hutcheon J, van Schalkwyk J, Marquette G. Maternal outcome of pregnant women admitted to 

Intensive Care Units for Covid-19 [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 6]. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 

2020;S0002-9378(20)30830-9. doi:10.1016/j.ajog.2020.08.002 

 

Kancherla V, Tsang B, Wagh K, Dixon M, Oakley GP Jr Modeling shows high potential of folic acid-fortified salt 

to accelerate global prevention of major neural tube defects. Birth Defects Res. 2020 Aug 1. doi: 

10.1002/bdr2.1769. Online ahead of print. 

 

Kasirer Y, Reichman B, Zaslavsky-Paltiel I, et al. Short-term outcomes of Jewish and Arab preterms: a 

population-based comparison [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 4]. J Perinatol. 2020; 

10.1038/s41372-020-0743-9. doi:10.1038/s41372-020-0743-9 

 

Kotlyar A, Grechukhina O, Chen A, et al. Vertical Transmission of COVID-19: A Systematic Review and Meta-

analysis [published online ahead of print, 2020 Jul 30]. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2020;S0002-9378(20)30823-1. 

 

Jung YM, Lee SM, Oh S, et al. The concordance rate of non-chromosomal congenital malformations in twins 

based on zygosity: a retrospective cohort study [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 11]. BJOG. 

2020;10.1111/1471-0528.16463. doi:10.1111/1471-0528.16463 

 

Lefebvre M, Bruel AL, Tisserant E, et al. Genotype-first in a cohort of 95 fetuses with multiple congenital 

abnormalities: when exome sequencing reveals unexpected fetal phenotype-genotype correlations [published 

online ahead of print, 2020 Jul 30]. J Med Genet. 2020;jmedgenet-2020-106867. doi:10.1136/jmedgenet-

2020-106867 

 

LudorfKL, Salemi JL, Kirby RS, Tanner JP, Agopian AJ. Perspectives on challenges and opportunities for birth 

defects surveillance programs during and after the COVID-19 era. Birth Defects Res . 2020 Aug;112(14):1039-

1042.  doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1710.  Epub 2020 May 16.   

 

Menezes MO, Andreucci CB, Nakamura-Pereira M, Knobel R, Magalhães CG, Takemoto MLS. Universal COVID-

19 testing in the obstetric population: impacts on public health. Testagem universal de COVID-19 na 

população obstétrica: impactos para a saúdepública. Cad Saude Publica. 2020;36(8):e00164820. 

doi:10.1590/0102-311x00164820 

 

Narang K, Enninga EAL, Gunaratne MDSK, et al. SARS-CoV-2 Infection and COVID-19 During Pregnancy: A 

Multidisciplinary Review. Mayo Clin Proc. 2020;95(8):1750-1765. doi:10.1016/j.mayocp.2020.05.011 

 



Onwuzurike C, Diouf K, Meadows AR, Nour NM. Racial and ethnic disparities in severity of COVID-19 disease in 

pregnancy in the United States [published online ahead of print, 2020 Jul 31]. Int J Gynaecol Obstet. 

2020;10.1002/ijgo.13333. 

 

Pettirosso E, Giles M, Cole S, Rees M. COVID-19 and pregnancy: A review of clinical characteristics, obstetric 

outcomes and vertical transmission [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 10]. Aust N Z J 

ObstetGynaecol. 2020;10.1111/ajo.13204. doi:10.1111/ajo.13204 

 

Carmichael SL, Ma C, Witte JS, Yang W, Rasmussen SA, Brunelli L, Nestoridi E, Shaw GM, Feldkamp ML, 

Congenital diaphragmatic hernia and maternal dietary nutrient pathways and diet quality. National Birth 

Defects Prevention Study.Birth Defects Res. 2020 Aug 3. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.1770. Online ahead of print. 

 

Wald ER, Schmit KM, Gusland DY. A Pediatric Infectious Disease Perspective on COVID-19 [published online 

ahead of print, 2020 Aug 7]. Clin Infect Dis. 2020;ciaa1095. doi:10.1093/cid/ciaa1095 

 

Xu S, Shao F, Bao B, et al. Clinical Manifestation and Neonatal Outcomes of Pregnant Patients With 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pneumonia in Wuhan, China. Open Forum Infect Dis. 2020;7(7):ofaa283. Published 

2020 Jul 5. doi:10.1093/ofid/ofaa283 

 

Yoon SH, Kang JM, Ahn JG. Clinical outcomes of 201 neonates born to mothers with COVID-19: a systematic 

review. Eur Rev Med Pharmacol Sci. 2020;24(14):7804-7815. doi:10.26355/eurrev_202007_22285 

 

Meetings and Conferences 

 

EUROCAT Registry Leader Meeting and 15
th

European Symposium on Congenital Anomalies Considering the 

development of the pandemic in Europe, after thoughtful deliberations, a decision was made to postpone the 

EUROCAT Scientific Symposium scheduled to take place on July 2, 2020 in Valencia, Spain. Information about a 

new date will be available as soon as possible. For questions, please contact: JRC-EUROCAT@ec.europa.eu 

World Congress of Epidemiology WCE 2020 on “Methodological Innovations in Epidemiology”, September 13-

16,2020, Melbourne, Australia https://wce2020.org/ has been postponed until 2021. 

8
th

International Congress of Gynaecology and Obstetrics (ICGO-2020), November 11-13, 2020, Dubai, UAE 

https://www.bitcongress.com/icgo2020/ 


