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Remembering J David Erickson 

 

 
 
It is with a sad heart that we inform you that Dr. J. David Erickson passed away on October 27th. 
Dave was a good friend and supporter of the International Clearinghouse for decades and an outstanding 
epidemiologist and scientist. Over the years, he served as a member of the Executive Committee, providing 
leadership and active promotion of international collaboration in surveillance, research, and prevention. 
When Dave retired, the ICBDSR instituted the Dave Erickson Lectureship, an invitational lecture at the Annual 
Meeting, to honor Dave and his vision.  The inaugural lecture was given by Dave himself at the Annual 
Meeting of the ICBDSR in Chianciano, Italy in 2007. This annual lecture continues and has since been given by 
distinguished members of the public health community and academia to honor him as an example for the 
next generation of epidemiologists, scientists, and clinicians. 
 

2022 ICBDSR ANNUAL MEETING 
The participants in the recent ICBDSR Annual Meeting, held in Bologna from 18th to 21st September 2022, are 
kindly requested to fill in the online evaluation form of the meeting. We would love to get your feedback and 
make the next meetings  even better. 
 

2023ICBDSR ANNUAL MEETING 
The 49

th
ICBDSR Annual Meetingwill take  place in St. Julian’s, Malta, from November 5th to 8th, 2023, at 

Cavalieri Art Hotel https://www.cavalierihotel.com/ 
 
The meeting will be hosted by the Malta Congenital Anomalies Registry, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Health, Directorate for Health Information and Research (DHIR), and with the support of theMalta 
Tourism Authority (MTA).Further information will be disseminated at a later time. 
 
Venues of future Annual Meetings: 

• 2024, September: Prague (Czech Republic) 
 

  



What is going on  

 
Clubfoot can be treated: A Course for Healthcare Workers

This course is targeted at healthcare workers and other professionals who care for babies and young children 
in their work. Its purpose is to raise awareness of the prevalence and impact of birth impairments, and the 
need to start the appropriate treatment as early as possible and support families who are affected. It takes a 
close look at clubfoot as one of several birth impairments which require early detection and treatment. It 
presents essential information on clubfoot and the non
lifetime disability. 
Information in English: https://bit.ly/PAHOVCClubfoot

Organized by PAHO-WHO, Virtual Campus for Public Health, and MiracleFeet
 

 
European Day of Persons with Disabilities 

The European Day of Persons with Disabilities
conference organised by the European Commission in partnership with European Disability Forum, also IF 
partner, in Brussels, Belgium on November 24 
policy-makers, high-level experts and disability advocates. The wide participation of 
allows us to hear their concerns and aspirations and to establish a dialogue with public authorities and other 
stakeholders. Link to Conference website  
 

 
CDC’s  Public Health Informatics Fellowship Program (PHIFP)

The PHIFP extended its application to December 
professionals to apply their expertise in information science, computer science, and information technology to 
address current and future informatics needs. While working in CDC programs to enhance our agency’s 
informatics workforce, fellows help state and local health departments an
agencies solve complex public health informatics challenges.
Full information at https://www.cdc.gov/phifp/application/index.html
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ubfoot can be treated: A Course for Healthcare Workers 

This course is targeted at healthcare workers and other professionals who care for babies and young children 
in their work. Its purpose is to raise awareness of the prevalence and impact of birth impairments, and the 

as early as possible and support families who are affected. It takes a 
close look at clubfoot as one of several birth impairments which require early detection and treatment. It 
presents essential information on clubfoot and the non-surgical Ponseti method available to eliminate this 

https://bit.ly/PAHOVCClubfoot, and Spanish: https://bit.ly/CVOPSPieEquinovaro

WHO, Virtual Campus for Public Health, and MiracleFeet 

 

European Day of Persons with Disabilities (EDPD). 

Disabilitiesis coming up soon! This day will be celebrated through an annual 
conference organised by the European Commission in partnership with European Disability Forum, also IF 
partner, in Brussels, Belgium on November 24 – 25 2022.This 2-day event brings together 

level experts and disability advocates. The wide participation of people
their concerns and aspirations and to establish a dialogue with public authorities and other 

 

 

Fellowship Program (PHIFP) 

The PHIFP extended its application to December 1, 2022. This program provides on
expertise in information science, computer science, and information technology to 

address current and future informatics needs. While working in CDC programs to enhance our agency’s 
informatics workforce, fellows help state and local health departments and international public health 
agencies solve complex public health informatics challenges. 

https://www.cdc.gov/phifp/application/index.html 

This course is targeted at healthcare workers and other professionals who care for babies and young children 
in their work. Its purpose is to raise awareness of the prevalence and impact of birth impairments, and the 

as early as possible and support families who are affected. It takes a 
close look at clubfoot as one of several birth impairments which require early detection and treatment. It 

d available to eliminate this 

https://bit.ly/CVOPSPieEquinovaro 

is coming up soon! This day will be celebrated through an annual 
conference organised by the European Commission in partnership with European Disability Forum, also IF 

day event brings together more than 400 
people with disabilities 

their concerns and aspirations and to establish a dialogue with public authorities and other 

provides on-the-job training for 
expertise in information science, computer science, and information technology to 

address current and future informatics needs. While working in CDC programs to enhance our agency’s 
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World Birth Defects Day – WBDD, March 3 
The countdown for World Birth Defects Day (WBDD) 2023 has started! Join the WBDD partners at 
https://www.worldbirthdefectsday.org/application-form/ 
 

Email info@worldbirthdefectsday.org 
Follow @worldbdday on Twitter https://twitter.com/WorldBDDayand 

Instagram worldbdday https://www.instagram.com/worldbdday/. 
Join the WBDD page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WBDDay/ 

 
 

ICBD corner: News and comments from the International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD). 

Publishing your research – a common challenge.  You have spent time and effort to generate interesting and 
useful data from your program or project, and now you want to publish it – in English and in a good journal.  
In a competitive environment, small things – grammar, syntax, formatting - can make the difference between 
‘accept’ and ‘reject/revise’. There are tools and teams available to make life easier – here are three: 

- The ICBD is available to support Clearinghouse members in preparing papers for publication, for 
example, by providing feedback on language and structure of your text, and on the clarity of your 
tables and graphs.  Our team includes experienced scientists who have published in major journals and 
who have significant editorial experience. If you think we can help, talk to us.  

For those who enjoy apps, here are two (for starters) that I like – and that you might like too (of course, 
we have no conflicts of interest or commercial connections) 
- Writefull: https://www.writefull.com/  An AI tool to help people in academia write, paraphrase, 

copyedit, and more. Available for Word as a free app (with basic functions) and a paid plan (more 
functions). I have used it and, while it needs some supervision (of course), it can improve your first 
draft considerably.  

- Litmaps: https://www.litmaps.com/ A very interesting and visual tool to discover, search, and connect 
literature on your topic. It also supports collaboration and note keeping.  

 
Best wishes for your next paper or poster! 
 

For the ICBD, 

Lorenzo Botto, ICBD Director 

 
 

A selection from the recent literature and recommendations from readers 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending their suggestions 

to centre@icbdsr.org by the 1
st

 Friday of the month. 
 

Genetics and Genomics 

Bolkier Y, Barel O, Marek-Yagel D, Atias-Varon D, Kagan M, Vardi A, Mishali D, Katz U, Salem Y, Tirosh-Wagner 
T, Jacobson JM, Raas-Rothschild A, Chorin O, Eliyahu A, Sarouf Y, Shlomovitz O, Veber A, Shalva N, Javasky E, 
Ben Moshe Y, Staretz-Chacham O, Rechavi G, Mane S, Anikster Y, Vivante A, Pode-Shakked B.Whole-exome 
sequencing reveals a monogenic cause in 56% of individuals with laterality disorders and 
associated congenital heart defects.J Med Genet. 2022 Jul;59(7):691-696. doi: 10.1136/jmedgenet-2021-
107775. Epub 2021 Jul 2.PMID: 34215651 
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Fabian J, Dworschak GC, Waffenschmidt L, Schierbaum L, Bendixen C, Heilmann-Heimbach S, Sivalingam S, 
Buness A, Schwarzer N, Boemers TM, Schmiedeke E, Neser J, Leonhardt J, Kosch F, Weih S, Gielen HM, Hosie 
S, Kabs C, Palta M, Märzheuser S, Bode LM, Lacher M, Schäfer FM, Stehr M, Knorr C, Ure B, Kleine K, Rolle U, 
Zaniew M, Phillip G, Zwink N, Jenetzky E, Reutter H, Hilger AC. Genome-wide identification of disease-causing 
copy number variations in 450 individuals with anorectal malformations. Eur J Hum Genet. 2022 Nov 1. doi: 
10.1038/s41431-022-01216-5. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36319675 
 
Wang G, Wang B, Yang P Epigenetics in Congenital Heart Disease. J Am Heart Assoc. 2022 Apr 
5;11(7):e025163. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.121.025163. Epub 2022 Mar 29.PMID: 35348004 
 

Wild KT, Schindewolf E, Hedrick HL, Rintoul NE, Hartman T, Gebb J, Moldenhauer JS, Zackai EH, Krantz ID  
The Genomics of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia: A 10-Year Retrospective Review. J. Pediatr. 2022 
Sep;248:108-113.e2. doi: 10.1016/j.jpeds.2022.04.012. Epub 2022 Apr 14.PMID: 35430246 
 
Risk factors, protective factors 

Kancherla V, Wagh K, Priyadarshini P, Pachón H, Oakley GP Jr. A global update on the status of prevention of 
folic acid-preventable spina bifida and anencephaly in year 2020: 30-Year anniversary of gaining knowledge 
about folic acid's prevention potential for neural tube defects. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 7. doi: 
10.1002/bdr2.2115. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36345648. 
 
Kaundinnyayana S, Kamath A. Doxycycline use and adverse pregnancy or neonatal outcomes: A descriptive 
study using the United States Food and Drug Administration Adverse Event Reporting System database. 
Health Sci Rep. 2022 Nov 14;5(6):e931. doi: 10.1002/hsr2.931. PMID: 36381408; PMCID: PMC9662692. 
 
Palmsten K, Suhl J, Conway KM, Kharbanda EO, Scholz TD, Ailes EC, Cragan JD, Nestoridi E, Papadopoulos EA, 
Kerr SM, Young SG, Olson C, Romitti PA; National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Influenza vaccination during 
pregnancy and risk of selected major structural congenital heart defects, National Birth Defects Prevention 
Study 2006-2011. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 11. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2114. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
36369789. 
 
Shlobin NA, Roach JT, Kancherla V, Caceres A, Ocal E, Ghotme KA, Lam S, Park KB, Rosseau G, Blount JP, Boop 
FA; Global Alliance for the Prevention of Spina Bifida-F (GAPSBiF). The role of neurosurgeons in global public 
health: the case of folic acid fortification of staple foods to prevent spina bifida. J Neurosurg Pediatr. 2022 Nov 
4:1-8. doi: 10.3171/2022.9.PEDS22188. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36334286. 
 
 
Siegel MR, Rocheleau CM, Hollerbach BS, Omari A, Jahnke SA, Almli LM, Olshan AF; National Birth Defects 
Prevention Study. Birth defects associated with paternal firefighting in the National Birth Defects Prevention 
Study. Am J Ind Med. 2022 Nov 8. doi: 10.1002/ajim.23441. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36345775. 
 
Suhl J, Conway KM, Rhoads A, Langlois PH, Feldkamp ML, Michalski AM, Oleson J, Sidhu A, Scholz TD, 
Kancherla V, Obrycki J, Mazumdar M, Romitti PA; National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Prepregnancy 
exposure to dietary arsenic and congenital heart defects. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 7. doi: 
10.1002/bdr2.2110. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36341763. 
 
Sun S, Qian H, Li C, Wang Q, Zhao A. Effect of low dose aspirin application during pregnancy on fetal 
congenital anomalies. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth. 2022 Nov 1;22(1):802. doi: 10.1186/s12884-022-05142-8. 
PMID: 36319955; PMCID: PMC9624035. 
 
Venancio FA, Quilião ME, de Almeida Moura D, de Azevedo MV, de Almeida Metzker S, Mareto LK, de 
Medeiros MJ, Santos-Pinto CDB, de Oliveira EF. Congenital anomalies during the 2015-2018 Zika virus 
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epidemic: a population-based cross-sectional study. BMC Public Health. 2022 Nov 12;22(1):2069. doi: 
10.1186/s12889-022-14490-1. PMID: 36371150; PMCID: PMC9652581. 
 

Weber KA, Yang W, Carmichael SL, Collins RT 2nd, Luben TJ, Desrosiers TA, Insaf TZ, Le MT, Evans SP, Romitti 
PA, Yazdy MM, Nembhard WN, Shaw GM; National Birth Defects Prevention Study. Assessing associations 
between residential proximity to greenspace and birth defects in the National Birth Defects Prevention Study. 
Environ Res. 2022 Nov 7;216(Pt 3):114760. doi: 10.1016/j.envres.2022.114760. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
36356662. 
 
Wei J, Xia F, Miao J, Wang T, Chen L, Yan X. The risk of congenital heart defects associated with corticosteroids 
use during the first trimester of pregnancy: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Eur J Clin Pharmacol. 2022 
Nov 12. doi: 10.1007/s00228-022-03416-w. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36369382. 
 

Yan MX, Zhao Y, Zhao DD, Dang SN, Zhang R, Duan XY, Rong PX, Dang YS, Pei LL, Qu PF. The Association of Folic 
Acid, Iron Nutrition during Pregnancy and Congenital Heart Disease in Northwestern China: A Matched Case-
Control Study. Nutrients. 2022 Oct 28;14(21):4541. doi: 10.3390/nu14214541. PMID: 36364804; PMCID: 
PMC9657607. 
 

Epidemiology and Outcomes 

Betancourt D, Canfield MA, Ethen MK, Shumate C, Drummond-Borg M, Kubenka C, Palacios J, Agopian AJ. 
Connecting children with birth defects to health and social service programs:A collaboration between the 
Texas Birth Defects Registry and agency social workers. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 14. doi: 
10.1002/bdr2.2126. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36373841. 
 
Carvalho A, Longo E, Nascimento-Carvalho C, Argollo N, Coelho KE, Sampaio A, Brites C, Lucena R. Do Children 
With Congenital Zika Syndrome Have Cerebral Palsy? Glob Health Sci Pract. 2022 Oct 31;10(5):e2100575. doi: 
10.9745/GHSP-D-21-00575. PMID: 36316149; PMCID: PMC9622294. 
 
Coi A, Barisic I, Garne E, Pierini A, Addor MC, Aizpurua Atxega A, Ballardini E, Braz P, Broughan JM, Cavero-
Carbonell C, de Walle HEK, Draper ES, Gatt M, Häusler M, Kinsner-Ovaskainen A, Kurinczuk JJ, Lelong N, Luyt K, 
Mezzasalma L, Mullaney C, Nelen V, Odak L, O'Mahony MT, Perthus I, Randrianaivo H, Rankin J, Rissmann A, 
Rouget F, Schaub B, Tucker D, Wellesley D, Wiśniewska K, Yevtushok L, Santoro M. Epidemiology of aplasia 
cutis congenita: A population-based study in Europe. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2022 Oct 27. doi: 
10.1111/jdv.18690. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36300660. 
 
Dahan-Oliel N, van Bosse H, Darsaklis VB, Rauch F, Bedard T, Bardai G, James M, Raney E, Freese K, Hyer L, 
Altiok A, Pellett J, Giampietro P, Hall J, Hamdy RC. Epidemiology, aetiology, interventions and genomics in 
children with arthrogryposis multiplex congenita: protocol for a multisite registry. BMJ Open. 2022 Oct 
28;12(10):e060591. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2021-060591. PMID: 36307157; PMCID: PMC9621187. 
 
Mamasoula C, Addor MC, Carbonell CC, Dias CM, Echevarría-González-de-Garibay LJ, Gatt M, Khoshnood B, 
Klungsoyr K, Randall K, Stoianova S, Haeusler M, Nelen V, Neville AJ, Perthus I, Pierini A, Bertaut-Nativel B, 
Rissmann A, Rouget F, Schaub B, Tucker D, Wellesley D, Zymak-Zakutnia N, Barisic I, de Walle HEK, Lanzoni M, 
Mullaney C, Pennington L, Rankin J. Prevalence of congenital heart defects in Europe, 2008-2015: A registry-
based study. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 8. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2117. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36345679. 
 
Marcus E, Latos-Bielenska A, Jamry-Dziurla A, Barišić I, Cavero-Carbonell C, Den Hond E, Garne E, Genard L, 
Santos AJ, Lutke L, Matias Dias C, Neergaard Pedersen C, Neville AJ, Niemann A, Odak L, Pierini A, Rico J, 
Rissmann A, Rankin J, Morris JK. Information needs of parents of children with congenital anomalies across 
Europe: a EUROlinkCAT survey. BMC Pediatr. 2022 Nov 12;22(1):657. doi: 10.1186/s12887-022-03734-z. 
PMID: 36368959; PMCID: PMC9652126. 
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Marengo LK, Archer N, Shumate C, Canfield MA, Drummond-Borg M. Survival of infants and children born with 
severe microcephaly, Texas, 1999-2015. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 8. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2109. Epub ahead 
of print. PMID: 36345841. 
 
Morris JK, Wellesley D, Limb E, Bergman JEH, Kinsner-Ovaskainen A, Addor MC, Broughan JM, Cavero-
Carbonell C, Dias CM, Echevarría-González-de-Garibay LJ, Gatt M, Haeusler M, Barisic I, Klungsoyr K, Lelong N, 
Materna-Kiryluk A, Neville A, Nelen V, O'Mahony MT, Perthus I, Pierini A, Rankin J, Rissmann A, Rouget F, 
Sayers G, Stevens S, Tucker D, Garne E. Prevalence of vascular disruption anomalies and association with 
young maternal age: A EUROCAT study to compare the United Kingdom with other European countries. Birth 
Defects Res. 2022 Nov 11. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2122. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36369770. 
 
Nava de Escalante Y, Abayomi A, Langlois S, Ye X, Erickson A, Ngo H, Armour R, Okamoto R, Arbour L, Bedard 
T, Der K, Van Allen M, Skarsgard E, Lavoie M, Henry B. Validation of case definition algorithms for the 
ascertainment of congenital anomalies. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 11. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2112. Epub ahead 
of print. PMID: 36369700. 
 
Özdemir MA, Topak D, Turgut C, Telek M, Doğar F. Evaluation of depression, anxiety, and stress status in 
parents of patient with congenital clubfoot treated with Ponseti method: A prospective study. Medicine 
(Baltimore). 2022 Nov 4;101(44):e31654. doi: 10.1097/MD.0000000000031654. PMID: 36343081; PMCID: 
PMC9646646. 
 
Pakkasjärvi N, Syvänen J, Wiro M, Koskimies-Virta E. Amelia and phocomelia in Finland: Characteristics and 
prevalences in a nationwide population-based study. Birth Defects Res. 2022 Nov 9. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2123. 
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36353751. 
 
Priyanka P, Vyas V, Deora S, Nag VL, Singh K. Epidemiology, etiology and clinical associations of congenital 
heart disease identified during congenital rubella syndrome surveillance. J Trop Pediatr. 2022 Oct 
6;68(6):fmac089. doi: 10.1093/tropej/fmac089. PMID: 36306124. 
 
Rieder W, Maurer SV, Giannoni E, Baud D. Fetal Omphalocele: Review of Predictive Factors Important for 
Antenatal Counseling? Obstet Gynecol Surv. 2022 Nov;77(11):683-695. doi: 10.1097/OGX.0000000000001073. 
PMID: 36345106. 
 
Serfas JD, Spates T, D'Ottavio A, Spears T, Ciociola E, Chiswell K, Davidson-Ray L, Ryan G, Forestieri N, Krasuski 
RA, Kemper AR, Hoffman TM, Walsh MJ, Sang CJ, Welke KF, Li JS. Disparities in Loss to Follow-Up Among 
Adults With Congenital Heart Disease in North Carolina. World J Pediatr Congenit Heart Surg. 2022 
Nov;13(6):707-715. doi: 10.1177/21501351221111998. PMID: 36300264. 
 
Viñas MJ, Galiotto-Barba F, Cortez-Lede MG, Rodríguez-González MÁ, Moral I, Delso E, González-Meli B, Lobo 
F, López-Cedrún JL, Neagu D, Garatea J, Garatea A, Berenguer B, Lorca-García C, Delgado MD, Martí E, 
Gutiérrez JM, Hernández C, Murillo-González J, Martínez-Álvarez C, Martínez-Sanz E. Craniofacial and three-
dimensional palatal analysis in cleft lip and palate patients treated in Spain. Sci Rep. 2022 Nov 6;12(1):18837. 
doi: 10.1038/s41598-022-23584-0. PMID: 36336749; PMCID: PMC9637697. 
 
 

Recommendations from readers 
No recommendations this month 
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Online Self-Paced Course on Birth Defect Surveillance and Prevention 
The online course remains available for interested professionals. The course has been developed by the 
International Centre on Birth Defects (ICBD Centre) and supported in part by funding from the National Center 
on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, through 
Agreement with the Task Force for Global Health. The course is designed for clinicians, epidemiologists, public 
health professionals, and anyone interested in understanding birth defects and improving their prevention 
and care. The course includes videos, quizzes, a discussion forum, and publications/resources. It is available in 
English and Spanish. Additional information is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/online-self-paced-course-
on-birth-defect-surveillance-and-prevention/. Please, register through the online registration form. 

 

Meetings and Events 
A list of future Meetings & Events is available at http://www.icbdsr.org/meetings/. 
All readers are kindly invited to contribute to this section of the Newsletter, sending information about  future 
meetings/events at centre@icbdsr.org 

 

*********************************** 
 

International Clearinghouse for Birth Defects Surveillance and Research (ICBDSR) 

Website: www.icbdsr.org 
ICBDSR training platform: www.icbdsrtraining.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ICBDSR 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/icbdsr/ 

Twitter:@icbdsr https://twitter.com/ICBDSR 
 

You are receiving this Monthly Newsletter because your email address is included in the ICBDSR mailing list. 

To unsubscribe, kindly reply back to this email by putting in the subject UNSUBSCRIBE 


