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ICBDSR 2025 Annual Meeting — REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

The 51st Annual Meeting of the ICBDSR will be held at
the Mount Grace Resort in South Africa from
November 2-5, 2025.

The theme of this year’s meeting is:
“Data that Counts: Transforming Lives Through Birth
Defects Surveillance”

Learn more about Mount Grace Resort for details on
the beautiful destination.

Registration is now open! Please visit the ICBDSR 2025 Annual Meeting Website for registration,
accommodation, and more details.

Pre-Conference Workshop - Quality counts, visualization matters: from accurate
diagnoses to impactful data visualization

This interactive workshop highlights the vital role of data quality in identifying and tracking birth defects,
as well as the practical benefits of clear and compelling data visualization. Participants will learn best
practices for efficient and accurate diagnosis and reporting of birth defects, including useful checklists and
standardized descriptions.

The second part of the workshop will cover fundamental principles of data visualization. Attendees will
explore how thoughtfully designed visualizations can simplify complex medical data, enhance stakeholder
understanding, and support informed decision-making. Case studies from birth defect surveillance will
illustrate how clear visualizations effectively communicate essential information. By the end of this
workshop, participants will have acquired practical strategies to improve data quality and utilize
visualization to support public health initiatives.

Registration for the Workshop is required, though there is no fee to attend. There is an option to add the
Workshop to your ICBDSR 2025 Annual Meeting registration.


https://icbdsr2025.co.za/
https://icbdsr2025.co.za/venue/
https://icbdsr2025.co.za/

Call for Abstracts

We are pleased to announce that the call for abstracts for the ICBDSR 2025 is now open. Submission will
be accepted online. Please visit https://icbdsr2025.co.za/call-for-abstracts/ for the abstract guidelines and
the link to submit.

Submission deadline is July 11, 2025.

Please note that the International Society for Prenatal Diagnosis (ISPD) Conference
https://www.ispdhome.org/ will take place in South Africa from October 30 to November 2, 2025.

Lisi-Hurtado Award Call for Nominations 2025

At this year’s Annual Meeting in South Africa, we will be awarding the Lisi-Hurtado Award. For information
on the award and eligibility, please visit the ICBDSR website.

Applications - The application package should be sent electronically to the ICBDSR Headquarters
(centre@icbdsr.org). It should describe in detail the candidate’s accomplishments, current research
interests and projects, and why the nominator believes the candidate’s career will promote knowledge of
birth defects. Please read the full requirements and eligibility at the link above.

The winner will receive a plaque and a travel stipend to the Annual Meeting of the Clearinghouse.

The deadline for submitting applications is June 30, 2025.

ICBDSR 2025 Annual Report

The 2024 Annual Report is now available and updated. You can view the report HERE. We will share the
updated guidelines and directions for submitting data for the 2025 report shortly, with a tentative
submission date of Monday, 15 September 2025.

ICBD corner

You all probably know about the Quick Reference Handbook on selected birth defects and congenital
infectionshttps //www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240015418) ely available). Some of you may
also be aware that ICBD has developed a mobile app for this Handbook, available for both iOS and Android
(free of charge). Now, the WHO has finalized a digital adaptation kit for birth defect surveillance (Digital
adaptation kit for birth defects surveillance: operational requirements for implementing WHO
recommendations in digital systems). This document is meant to support and guide the development of
digital tools for birth defect surveillance, focusing primarily on “ensuring the validity of the health content”
and providing “the generic content requirements that should be housed within digital systems,
independent of a specific software application and with the intention that countries can customize them
to local needs”.

Literature corner: this month’s selection from the ICBD


https://icbdsr2025.co.za/call-for-abstracts/
https://www.ispdhome.org/
http://www.icbdsr.org/alessandra-lisi-award/
mailto:centre@icbdsr.org
https://ldbotto.github.io/test_icbd/

To find the paper online, use the provided link to PubMed. If interested but unable to get the full text of the
papers, please email us, and we will see what we can do to help.

Here are four recent papers on epidemiology and risk factors that are worth noting — one each for
surveillance, risk factors, counseling, and health outcomes.

Surveillance of multiple congenital anomalies; searching for new associations
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38052905/

Joan K Morris, Jorieke E H Bergman , Ingeborg Barisic, Diana Wellesley, David Tucker, Elizabeth
Limb, Marie-Claude Addor, Clara Cavero-Carbonell Carlos Matias Dias, Elisabeth S Draper, Luis
Javier Echevarria-Gonzalez-de-Garibay, Miriam Gatt, Kari Klungsgyr , Nathalie Lelong , Karen
Luyt , Anna Materna-Kiryluk, Vera Nelen, Amanda Neville, Isabelle Perthus, Anna Pierini, Hanitra
Randrianaivo-Ranjatoelina, Judith Rankin, Anke Rissmann, Florence Rouget, Geraldine Sayers,
Wiladimir Wertelecki, Agnieszka Kinsner-Ovaskainen, Ester Garne . Eur J Hum Genet, . 2024
Apr;32(4):407-412. doi: 10.1038/s41431-023-01502-w. Epub 2023 Dec 5.

Assessing Environmental Risks Factors in Anorectal Malformations: Case Report and Literature Review.
Ortiz-Fernandez C, Campillo | Lépez F, Schneider SO, Nufiez B, Vidal AFLBirth Defects Res. 2025
Feb;117(2):e2445. doi: 10.1002/bdr2.2445.PMID: 39964195

Recurrence Risks in Congenital Anomalies: A Comprehensive Guide for Parental Counseling
Mishu Mangla, MBBS, MS (Obstetrics and Gynaecology), PDCC (Maternal & Fetal Medicine);
Naina Kumar, MBBS, MS (Obst and Gynae). NeoReviews (2024) 25 (12): e793—e803.
https://doi.org/10.1542/neo0.25-12-e793

Health outcomes of children with Prader-Willi or Angelman syndromes: a European
population-based multicentre study.

Abate MV, Barisic |, Santoro M, Coi A, Tan J, Garne E, Loane M, Odak L, Ballardini E, Cavero-
Carbonell C, Gatt M, Gissler M, Jordan S, Klungsgyr K, Monier |, Wellesley DG, Morris JK.Arch Dis
Child. 2025 Jun 8:archdischild-2025-328786. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2025-328786.

PMID: 40484454

Meetings and Events: A list of future Meetings & Events is available at http://www.ichdsr.org/meetings/.

Society for Birth Defects Research & Prevention 65th Annual Meeting June 28-
July 2, 2025

Birth defects and reproductive and developmentally-mediated disorders constitute a major public health
concern in the world today. Human development can be affected not only by drugs and chemicals but
also by diet, genetics, maternal health, and socioeconomic factors. The Society for Birth Defects Research
and Prevention strives to understand and protect against potential hazards to developing embryos,
fetuses, children, and adults by bringing together scientific knowledge from diverse fields.

Visit the 2025 Annual Meeting - Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention website for full
details.
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International Society for Prenatal Diagnosis (ISPD) Conference October 30- Nov 2,
2025

Prenatal professionals and trainees from around the world are invited to join us virtually or in person for
the 29th International Conference on Prenatal Diagnosis and Therapy, Thursday-Sunday, 30 October - 2
November 2025, in Cape Town, South Africa!

Preconference courses will held on 30 October 2025. The conference will be held Friday-Sunday, 31
October - 2 November 2025 at the Cape Town International Convention Centre in heart of the "Mother
City." Plenary sessions will feature invited speakers, hot topics, and debates on emerging approaches to
prenatal diagnosis and therapies. Oral and poster presentations will be selected from peer-reviewed
abstracts. Topics include clinical genetics, fetal imaging, fetal therapy and more. Visit
https://www.ispdhome.org/ISPD2025/0Overview for more information.
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